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A CHINESE ISHMAEL

and still under the waters.

Ku Yum leant over the balcony of the big lodging-house on Dupont Street'”. She
was very tired, for she was a delicate little thing and her tiny hands and feet
were kept moving all day; her mistress had a heart like a razor and a tongue to
match. Underneath the balcony there passed a young man, and as he went by,
some spirit whispered in Ku Yum’s ear, “Let fall a Chinese lily.”

Ku Yum obeyed the spirit, and the young man, whose name was Leih Tseih,
raised his eyes, and seeing Ku Yum, loved her. The Chinese lily he lifted from
the ground and carried it away in his sleeve. Thereafter every day, going
backward and forward to his work, Leih Tseih passed under the balcony
where he had first seen Ku Yum, but the maiden no longer leaned over the
railing. She had grown shy, and contented herself with peeping out of the door
of the upper room. At last Leih Tseih, who was beside himself with love, threw
her a note wrapped around a stone. Ku Yum caught and demurely retired with
it; but just as she was placing it in the sole of her shoe her mistress came
behind her and twisted it out of her fingers.

“You wicked, wicked thing!” cried the woman. “How dare you keep company
with a bad man!”

Poor little Ku Yum’s transparent face flushed.

“If I am a wicked thing, a bad man is fit company for me,” she cried. “But he
who wrote me that is a superior man.”

At that her mistress fell to beating her with a little switch. Ku Yum screamed;
but instead of receiving help, her mistress’s husband appeared and relieved
his wife as switcher, having a stronger arm.

There lived on the floor just below the Lee Chus, the owners of Ku Yum'’, a
woman who had compassion on the slave-girl. She too had seen Leih Tseih
pass and the tossing up of the note, and had said to herself, “Now, there are a
fine-looking young man and a pearl of a girl becoming acquainted. May they
be happy!”

So when Ku Yum’s screams rent the air, her heart swelled big with pity, and
though she dared not interfere between mistress and maid, she resolved to
watch for Leih Tseih and tell him what she knew concerning Ku Yum.

When Leih Tseih learned what had befallen the girl of his heart for his sake,
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A CHINESE ISHMAEL

“Shame on him!” cried A-Chuen.

“Kind friend,” said Leih Tseih to A-Chuen, “if you so please, I would speak to
Ku Yum alone.”

A-Chuen left the room, and Leih Tseih, seating himself beside Ku Yum said, “I
would like to tell you of myself.”

“What you like to tell, I like to hear,” replied Ku Yum.

“Then, listen,” said Leih Tseih. “I am the son of a high mandarin®, but being
possessed of a turbulent and unruly spirit I ran away from home in my
eighteenth year and through the agency of the Six Companies'”’ came to San
Francisco. Here I obtained work, but the Gambling Cash Tiger" had all of my
thoughts, and it came to pass in the heat of a game, when I saw my adversary,
the very Lum Choy you speak of, playing me false, that I struck at him with a
knife and left him lying wounded. I escaped punishment and followed a sea-
faring man’s life for several years. Then came shipwreck and drifting for days
alone upon the mighty waters, and my soul at last was humbled; and one
solemn night, when naught could be heard save the washing of the waves
against the side of my small boat, I acknowledged with sorrow to the Parent of
All that I indeed had wandered far from the path of virtue, and vowed, if my
life were spared, to follow my conscience, — for I had indeed been the bad man
your mistress called me.”

“Good or bad,” cried little Ku Yum, “you are you and I am I.” And she patted his
hand shyly to show that what she had heard had not changed her feelings.
Then she added, “And now I vow I will never be Lum Choy’s, but ever yours,
who have the grace of the well-born.”

Leih smiled and exclaimed, “What a woman!” and declared that he loved
every inch of her skin and the spirit that dwelt behind her eyes.

“I was picked up by a sailing-vessel bound for San Francisco,” continued Leih
Tseih, “and since returning to this city, I have conformed to virtue in every
respect. I sought work and I obtained it. I have saved money — almost sufficient
to pay to the Six Companies the amount of my indebtedness. It was with the
object of relieving myself of that obligation that I saved. But now, my Ku Yum,
that sum will take you and me together far away from here to another city on
the other side of this world. What do you say?”

Little Ku Yum shook her head. “I told my mistress,” said she, “that you were a
superior man.”

SUI SIN FAR

Your eyes are strange; there is blood on your garments!” cried Ku Yum to Leih
Tseih, who without warning had appeared before her.

Leih Tseih’s set face relaxed.
“Be not afraid, my bird,” said he: “but tonight you and I must part.”
“Part! O, no, no!” She sprang to his side and caught his hand.

“It is true. I am hunted again. Lum Choy has been found dead with a knife in
his heart. I was the last person seen to enter his room: And as you see, my
garments are blood-stained.”

For a second the girl shrunk back; then, alas for the lost soul of Lum Cloy,
pressed closer to her lover and whispered in his ear, “If all men save Leih
Tseih were killed by Leih Tseih, still would Ku Yum remain with Leih Tseih.”

“I am unworthy,” murmured Leih Tseih, brokenly. “Though I am guiltless of
the deed for which I know they will condemn me, yet my past has been such
that it justifies the condemnation. But you, O sweetest heart! You must forget
me!”

Ku Yum shook her head. “I can die. but I cannot do what you have asked of
me.”

Some silent seconds, then Leih Tseih said in a clear voice, “We will die together
—you and I.”

“Ah! that will be happiness - to enter the spirit-land, hand in hand. When my
cousins in China hear of it they will say, ‘How fine! Our cousin, Ku Yum, who
was a slave-girl on earth, walks the Halls of Death with the son of a high
mandarin.”

To the cliff they sped. Arrived where from a parapet they could leap into the
Pacific, they embraced tenderly and were gone. None can point to the spot
where life with all its troubles ended, for their bodies were never found; but in
that part of San Francisco called the City of the Chinese it is whispered from lip
to ear that the spirits of Leih Tseih and Ku Yum have passed into a pair of
beautiful sea-lions who wander in the moonlight over the rocks, meditating on
life and love and sorrow.

— July 1899. The Overland Monthly, Vol. 34, No. 199, pp. 43-49.



STy 01 ST 1] Aep AIons axay passed oym IaAo[ e pey wmng ny Sty Aym,
‘KOD wIn'T pay[se .;,ueawl Nok op 1eYM,,

WY Aq — punoj aq sAempe ued I9A0] MU © IIM [I13 V,,
‘UaW 9y} 1 S94a Jay paddeus ays se Jepurola Yomb s.8J1m SI SBM jSaI0a W,

‘1y811q 194 10U SEM
OUM ‘NY) 997 PaIaMSUR ‘Bas al) 0) J[9SIaY USALS SeY ays 1ey) a¢[ AeuI I ‘[[OM,,

wng
ny I0J Syaam Ioj Suryodeas A[ures usag pey oym ‘sny) 997 ayl 01 ods aH

Koyd

win'T pa[moas . ueado ayl Jo uronoq ayy e urd B I0J Y0O[ [[oM Sk 131w auQ,,

[61¢

¢QJIM PUB UBW WA} 9BW 0} 03SIOURI] URS UT URILISWY JO 1sarad
9SAUIY) JAUIIe YSe WNx M) puk YIesI YT P[Nod MOY JI0J ‘ONni) Sem YdTym

«PUIq 01 dUOU IN( ‘sn d1eIRdES 0 SME] 818 I} dISH
‘pPalIUN 3 UBd am aIdUyM A IIOUR Y33s 0) saurod awn Jadoxd 9y usym
poaide aARY aM ‘UBWIOM PUD, ‘Pres yras] YT ‘paieaddesl usany)-y Usym

« SNOTINED 3 PUB YIIBM [[IM [ 3)S IN0A I0J T3,

oBJ) IN0A U0 PUNOYPOO[q & 8¢ P[Nom a 1wl
dABY ] PUB NOA Je) IeME SUI0I3( A PINOYS PUe S[qNOX} 3 [[IM I3} Loy
wn'T 399w noA JT noA Aead T ‘nJaied ag 'Mou noA I0J IeaJ I INq ‘9 Aeur 1eyl,

«Kpaemino
pue A[piemul Jioq aUI PaULIOJSUBI} UB3J0 9} UO 9JI'T preije jou We [,

couostad
0JUI UMOIY) PUe Pazrugodal aq Aew noA preije 10U NoA a1y "I91dq ayl A1
SIY) JO INO dI NOA IdU00S ) ‘SaPISad IOyl SnoalySLI e I9PISU0d [[IM [ 1eyl,

NoA [eals [ ySnoyy uand,

«JSTM NOA I9ASUSM PUR IIASIIYM NOA IIM
A M T Aeme awx ay[el 01 J[(e aJe pue 1qap JnoA pred aaey nok uaym :oN,,

04 Ang 03 ySnoua
Asuowr apewr aAey [ [Mun noA 10J jrem [Im pred usaq sey 1gqap Awr I9)Je pue
9AI9sap T yuawrystund oy e} [[IM [, ‘PHNGaI YISS], Y9 PauInal 1 aq 0S,,

V4 NIS INS

«i98U9AdI © oYM jeY ‘©H ‘dUOp o( [[IM Pasap ay} aanjaedap
SIY Joyje A[olelpawIwil pue SUIUSAd 9y} JO YSNpP 9y} Ul 919y 9W0d Isnul aH
WLIE IND B WOJJ POO[q YIIM [[oM WY d[qqep [[Im ] ‘@ueaduaa Awr Suruopueqe
J0] awr 01 apmpead sy no Surnod ST 9y o[ym pue ‘safem Apeam SIy
U0 XB) [[eWS © J0J wnx ny[ uo wirep Awr ysmburaa 01 18Jjo0 Aur yaim pakolrano
9( TIM 9H "9I8 WIY aIN] URd [ MOY MOWY | Pue ‘ST JO JID] B UIRI(O Ued
I 8I9yMm Mouy ] ‘auI y31m uostad 1sef ayl aq [[eys aY ey} os afuedIe }snul [ Mou
PUV {noA JO 9U0 3¢ U00S [[BYS I ‘STIAP j0YQ "I2I9pINUI STY YIas], UIo'] ayew pue
AoyD wing [0 — ATUO STYL (UI9ST YIoT WI0JJ 1Ieay S,Wng Ny MeIp pue Jasiur
AJsnies 01 op [ ued Uay) JeyM ‘PaIep SeY ays JeUM 9IeP OUM USWIOM IIM Aem
Y} ST ey} J0F ‘SIY MOT[OF [[IMm JLards sumg myf “Yrosy, I [P I JT TeALt Aur yim
aq [[IM 1}IedY pUB PUTWI I JOJ ‘OUI JOJ 9 10U [[IM IINIJ 93 JO SSaUI8aMS a1}
‘I91] UTR1qO OP PUR ‘WINZ N UTRICO 0} SUBIUI 191098 3sSN T JT “I9Ad UL I0UT WITY
9AO0] PUR SWIT} 1B} JO PUd 3} I8 SIY o [IM Wwng ny ‘Teak e sdeyrad ‘syyuowr
MaJ e 10J UI9s], 1o uostadut [,, ‘YYSTupIuI Jo ssawjaep a) ul ay pajeypaut . JI,,

'90UBISUAA — BOPT SUO YIIM PAIJ SeM PUTW ST pue
‘Koy) wm'T papeay-Iead PUue PMIIYS 3dUO0 3} JO 9INIeU o) pagueyd pey ‘uewr
© J0J 918y ‘UBRWOM B JOJ 9I1S9( "WOO0I-[IOUN0d 9} 1J9] 9 SPIOM 3sal M

«9J1T Aur awI 3802
I JT 90uea8uaA dARY [[IM [ PUR ‘U93( dARY ] S Pain(ur usaq sey oym UeW B
JO SIUSWINUAS a1} 10U 818 A3} 1N, ‘I93US PA[RIIU0I A[20IBIS B M KOy) Win']
ur 901q Joryd dnx Wes JUS[0AdUS( ‘SIUSWITIULS INOA Ik 9[qOU Pue 1BaIo),

<90 aguaae 0) uey} AIn(ur ue aA1310J 0) 193139 10U I SI ‘SAPISAY “JOSWIY
I0J 9[NOI) YONUI S3MBU UBWIOM B I0J SOALNIS OUM 9 ‘1S9 SI9))eUI 1] 01 LoD
win7 asIApe prnom I ‘os guraq 1eyl, quapisaid dnx wes ayy paurofax . ‘puv,,

PLUICEARN G
pey se A13unod S1y) Jo mey a1} 03 SUTPIOIIe ‘10] IOMSUR 0} YONUI Se dAeY [[IM
ny) 997 pue Aoy) WNT dSIMISYIQ A[I2I03s pajonpuod pue sanged arearad jo
spuey ay) 03 PaISnIIUL 3 Isnu I ‘sarueduro) XIS ay) A uayeIIapun 3 JoUueLd
wnx ny SurIeA02al Jo YSel ayl ‘9I10JaJaY], 'BIISWIY Ul [MJME] JoU ST A1unod
umo Ino ur S pue isnf ST yorym ‘spars-aaers jo aseyoand ayi ing ansnl o1
Ja8uoam sTy Surduriaq ur wiry 1sisse 03 Iomod Ino ul [[e op 1Snul aM pue ‘s3uoiIm
SNoAdLIS paIdyns sey Aoy) wn, :pres uayy sSuoax SUIN oyl JO JOIYd YL

«$d915100J STy pagd3op aaey I WSTu J9)3e WSTu Kep Ja)je Aep 10 ‘@eIsiu ou
9pBRW 9ARY [ PUB ‘UBW dY} PAISA0ISIP | I8 JOJ dIess AuI UJ Yros], Yo7 YIm
PATJ 2US 1B} W 0) SUI0D 01 SBM VS JBY) ABP 93 U0 SM 1T PUR ‘pPUNJSI 10U [[IM
ny) 997 Yorym ‘1ay Joj wins agie] e pred aaey I, ‘A0y) wnT pauanial ,we [,

TAVINHST ISINIHD V



A CHINESE ISHMAEL

embraces, not to those of cold water that Ku Yum has given herself. The
shameful thing! If I had her here I would tear her eyes out.”

Lum Choy’s face had become livid. “Do you know this man?” said he. “If so, I
will trace her through him.”

“I should know him were I to see him,” said Lee Chu’s wife, “but he has not
passed for three or four weeks. I had the letter which he wrote to Ku Yum, but
the girl stole it from me before she left.”

“He will pass again,” replied Lum Choy. “Ku Yum is not here now, so he does
not make this his way. But he must pass some time. Tell me the hour when he

was wont to go by and I will watch day after day and never weary until I have
run him down.”

”The hour when he was wont to go by”

The presidents of the Six Companies had met together in the council hall.

The chief of the Sam Yups"”, an imposing man with thought-refined features,
was urging the advisability of expending a sum of money for the relief of some
sick laborers, when a rapping was heard, followed by the entrance of the Six
Companie’s secretary, who approached the aged chief of the Hop Wos'"
whispered a few words in his ear.

and

“You can admit him,” responded the old man. The secretary left the rooom,
and in a few minutes returned with a repulsive-looking fellow whose forehead
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bore a huge scar. “This is Lum Choy,” announced the secretary.
“Well, Lum Choy, what is your complaint?” inquired the Hop Wo chief.

“My complaint,” said Lum Choy, in a high rasping voice, “is that living in this
city is a man named Leih Tseih, who owes this honorable body the cost of his
transportation from China to America, and as well sundry other taxes. His debt
is of many years’ standing, yet he works as a free man and himself receives the
good of every cent he earns. More than this, Leih Tseih is a fugitive criminal,
having some five years ago assaulted a man with murderous intent and
escaped the consequences of his crime. I, Lum Choy, am the man he assaulted,
and bear on my forehead the mark of his knife. I also complain that this Leih
Tseih has abducted a slave girl named Ku Yum, or rather, stolen her from one
Lee Chu, and that he has secreted her in a house on Stockton Street"”, to which
I can lead you. And I petition that you engage officers of the law to capture this
lawless man, and that you prosecute him, as it is in order for the Six
Companies so to do.”

There were a few seconds of silence after Lum Choy had finished speaking;
then the Sam Yup chief arose. He regarded gravely the mean figure of Lum
Choy, and said: “Presidents of the Yeong Wo"”, Kong Chow'", Yan Wo"", Hop
Wo and Ning Yeong" Societies, you may remember that less than one month
ago I delivered over to the Six Companies’ Fund a sum of money, which, as I
then stated, had been paid to me by one of our delinquent immigrants, whose
name I had been requested by him to withhold. You did not press me to reveal
that name, but the time has come to do so. The man who paid me that money
was Leih Tseih, and the amount, as shown in our books, covers the whole of
his indebtedness. We, therefore, have no legal claim against Leih Tseih, and
are not authorized to punish him for the deeds which Lum Choy has charged
him with.”

Lum Choy could not restrain himself. “What!” he cried, “the powerful Six
Companies have no jurisdiction over the men they brought into this country?”

“In some cases we have,” replied the Hop Wo chief suavely; “but this case lies
with the American courts. Although so many years have elapsed since Leih
Tseih assaulted you, I believe you still have recourse against him, and as you
are one of our men, we will certainly do what we can to assist you in avenging
yourself according to law.”

“But the slave girl, Ku Yum?”

“Are you interested in her?” queried the Sam Yup.



