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AN AUTUMN FAN

See, there is Ah Chuen, the wife of the herb doctor, and Sien Tau, the mother of
the president of the Water Lily Society™”. They are coming to wish her felicity.
Mark the red paper they are scattering on the way. They are good-natured
women, and even if their class is below that of the wife of Yen Chow, their gifts
prove natural refinement. Thus Ah Leen’s mother.

“Mother,” murmurs Ah Leen, “I beg that you will kindly excuse me to our
friends.”

She carries her tea to the veranda, and, seated in a bamboo rocker, muses on
Ming Hoan. She is both happy and sad. Happy to be a bride, yet sad because
alone.

It had been a strange ceremony - that wedding. It is not customary, even in
America, for a Chinese bride to remain under her father’s roof, and only
because, in his bended arm, she had wept her tears away, could Ah Leen
realize herself the wife of Ming Hoan.

How beautiful the day! Above her a deep blue dome, paling as it descends to
the sea. Around her curving, sloping hills, covered with a tender green; here
and there patches of glowing, dazzling color — California flowers. It is
springtime — the springtime of the year. A little carol of joy escapes Ah Leen’s
lips. It is good to love and be loved even if —

What is that Lee A-Chuen is saying? “‘Tis a pity that Yen Chow should have sent
the bridegroom away. Youth is youth and soon forgets. The sister of my mother
writes me that the choice of his parents is the loveliest of all the lovely girls in
the Provinces of the Rippling Rivers.” The day has suddenly darkened for Ah
Leen.

Five moons have gone by since Ming Hoan went over the sea, and no letter —
no message — not even a word has come to his waiting bride. But it is
whispered in all the Chinese merchants’ families that Ming Hoan, disregarding
his first marriage, which, being unconsented to by his parents, could scarcely
be considered binding, had taken to himself as wife in his own land Fi Shui,
the daughter of his father’s friend.

The cousins of Ah Leen regard her with pitying looks whilst they whisper
among themselves, “An autumn fan"™" An autumn fan!”

Ah Leen meets them with a serene countenance. Her American friend suggests
that she should obtain a divorce; that that is the only course open for a
deserted wife who wishes to retain her self-respect.
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AN AUTUMN FAN

upon the moon, hanging in the sky above her like a pale yellow pearl.

There is a cry from the approaching man. It is echoed by the girl. In a moment
she is leaning upon his breast.

“Ah!” she cries, raising her head and looking into his eyes. “I knew that though
another had bound you by human ties, to me you were linked by my love
divine.”

"Another! Human ties!" exclaims the young man. He exclaims without
explaining —for the sins of parents must not be uncovered —why there has
been silence between them for so long. Then he lifts her face to his and gently
reproaches her. "Ah Leen, you have dwelt only upon your love for me. Did I
not bid thee, 'Forget not to remember that I love thee!"

The American girl steals away. The happy Ming Hoan is unaware that as she
flits lightly by him and his bride she is repeating to herself his words, and
hoping that it is not too late to send to someone a message of recall.

— August 1910. New England Magazine, Vol. 42, pp. 700-702.



